S4272

S. 1476
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1476, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to expand the denial of de-
duction for certain excessive employee
remuneration, and for other purposes.
S. 1878
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1878, a bill to better enable State
child welfare agencies to prevent sex
trafficking of children and serve the
needs of children who are victims of
sex trafficking, and for other purposes.
S. 2141
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2141, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to pro-
vide an alternative process for review
of safety and effectiveness of non-
prescription sunscreen active ingredi-
ents and for other purposes.
S. 2187
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2187, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
a five-year extension of the rural com-
munity hospital demonstration pro-
gram.
S. 2206
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2206, a bill to streamline the col-
lection and distribution of government
information.
S. 2235
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2235, a bill to secure the Federal voting
rights of persons when released from
incarceration.
S. 2307
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2307, a bill to prevent
international violence against women,
and for other purposes.
S. 2449
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2449, a bill to reauthorize
certain provisions of the Public Health
Service Act relating to autism, and for
other purposes.
S. 2481
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2481, a bill to amend the Small
Business Act to provide authority for
sole source contracts for certain small
business concerns owned and controlled
by women, and for other purposes.
S. 2483
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
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(Mr. KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2483, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect more victims of
domestic violence by preventing their
abusers from possessing or receiving
firearms, and for other purposes.
S. 2508
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2508, a
bill to establish a comprehensive
United States Government policy to
assist countries in sub-Saharan Africa
to improve access to and the afford-
ability, reliability, and sustainability
of power, and for other purposes.
S. 2520
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2520, a bill to improve the
Freedom of Information Act.
S. 2532
At the request of Mr. REED, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2532, a bill to provide for the
extension of certain unemployment
benefits.
S. 2535
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2635, a bill to amend section 1951 of
title 18, United States Code (commonly
known as the Hobbs Act), and for other
purposes.
S. 2548
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2548, a bill to require the Com-
modity Futures Trading commission to
take certain emergency action to
eliminate excessive speculation in en-
ergy markets.
S. 2552
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2552, a bill to enhance
beneficiary and provider protections
and improve transparency in the Medi-
care Advantage market, and for other
purposes.
8.J. RES. 19
At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added
as a cosponsor of S.J. Res. 19, a joint
resolution proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States
relating to contributions and expendi-
tures intended to affect elections.
AMENDMENT NO. 3377
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3377 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2410, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2015 for military
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activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3451
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 3451 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2363, a bill
to protect and enhance opportunities
for recreational hunting, fishing, and
shooting, and for other purposes.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself,
Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Ms. MIKULSKI):

S. 2565. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to enhance the
dependent care tax credit, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I am
here to discuss the Helping Working
Families Afford Child Care Act, which
is a bill my colleagues Senators Sha-
heen, Boxer, Gillibrand, and I intro-
duced today. It will update the child
and dependent care tax credit to offer
working families more relief from the
rising costs of childcare.

When the child and dependent care
tax credit was enacted originally, kids
were playing with Rubik’s Cubes and
listening to eight-track tapes. As we
all know, a lot has changed since then,
and one of the most important changes
our country has seen since that time is
the rise of women in the labor force.

Since the mid-1970s, women’s partici-
pation in the labor force has increased
by 23 percent, and most women now do
work full time. In two-thirds of fami-
lies with dependent children, both par-
ents work outside the home.

Over a period of time in which the
middle class has been squeezed by an
increasingly global economy with high-
er prices for everything from health
care to college, women joining the
labor force has helped to ease some of
those burdens for families. In fact, Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Janet Yellen has
called the increasing participation of
women in the workforce: ‘A major fac-
tor in sustaining growing families in-
comes.” A recent study by the Center
for American Progress found between
1979 and 2012, the U.S. economy grew by
11 percent as a result of women joining
the labor force.

As we look for ways to create jobs
and expand growth in the 21st century,
it is clear our country’s economic suc-
cess goes hand in hand with that of
women and working families. We have
to make sure our policies are updated
to meet the needs of today’s working
parents, and one area we need to take
a look at is childcare. The cost of
childcare has skyrocketed in recent
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years. Full-time childcare for just one
child can cost families more than
$10,000 annually, and for families below
the poverty level—those who are al-
ready struggling the most to make
ends meet—childcare can, on average,
swallow one-third of what those par-
ents are able to bring home.

This is a real problem for far too
many hard-working parents, and it is a
problem for our economy, because
when parents are struggling to find re-
liable, safe, affordable care for their
children during the day, it is harder for
them to give their all on the job. Even
worse, childcare is so expensive, some
parents—most often mothers—are de-
ciding it is not even worth returning to
the workforce. This means families are
being held back from gaining the eco-
nomic security they are working so
hard to achieve.

The child and dependent care tax
credit was of course intended to help
parents overcome these barriers, but
today the benefit working parents get
from the credit is a small fraction of
what childcare actually costs. Because
of how it is structured, the lowest in-
come working families cannot benefit
from it at all, meaning they have to
bear the full brunt of childcare costs on
very low wages.

It is clear this credit is one of the
policies we need to bring into the 21st
century, and that is exactly what we
were doing when we introduced the
Helping Working Families Afford Child
Care Act. This legislation will boost
the benefit working families can re-
ceive for childcare costs, and it will
make the child and dependent care tax
credit refundable so those working par-
ents who are struggling the most to
make ends meet can better afford the
childcare they need to work and sup-
port their families.

If Congress passes our bill, next year
working families could see a credit of
$1,600 for one child or $3,200 for more
than one child. That is almost three
times the maximum benefit many fam-
ilies are currently eligible to receive.

Our bill would be a real help to hard-
working families who are trying to
raise their children, pay the bills, save
for college, and put something away for
retirement. It could break down one of
the biggest barriers mothers face when
thinking about reentering the work-
force.

The need to expand access to afford-
able childcare is something I often talk
about with my own constituents in
Washington State. During those con-
versations, what I hear from parents is:
I am so glad you focused on this. It is
a real issue for us.

Updating this tax credit to reflect
the needs of families in today’s econ-
omy would be a critical step forward in
terms of our larger effort to ensure
that working parents, dads and moms,
have a fair shot.

I believe by putting in place policies
to make childcare more affordable,
make sure women get the equal pay
they deserve by raising the minimum
wage so millions of workers have a bet-
ter shot at lifting themselves out of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

poverty, and by taking steps to ensure
students are not overwhelmed by debt
after they graduate from college, we
could break down some very real bar-
riers that are holding our families and
our economy back. There is no reason
we should not start that right now
with the bill we are introducing today.

I hope all of our colleagues will take
a minute, look at this—Helping Work-
ing Families Afford Child Care Act—
and take this seriously. I hope we will
be able to make it easier for moms and
dads to afford safe reliable care for
their children while they are at work.
I think we can all agree parents de-
serve to have that peace of mind. I be-
lieve if we enact this bill and build on
it with other critical policies to help
working families, our economy will be
much stronger now and over the long
term.

I thank Senators SHAHEEN, BOXER,
and GILLIBRAND again for all of their
hard work and leadership on the part of
working families.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 34564. Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr.
WARNER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2363, to
protect and enhance opportunities for rec-
reational hunting, fishing, and shooting, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3455. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3456. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3457. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3458. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3459. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3460. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3461. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3462. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3463. Mr. BURR submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3464. Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. UDALL
of Colorado, Mr. WALSH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
UpALL of New Mexico, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
BENNET, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, and Ms. STABENOW) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3465. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.
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SA 3466. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3467. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3468. Mr. ALEXANDER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3469. Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for him-
self and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2363, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3470. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
CANTWELL, and Mr. KING) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3471. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and
Mr. WYDEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2363, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3472. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2015 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3473. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, to protect and enhance op-
portunities for recreational hunting, fishing,
and shooting, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3474. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2363, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3475. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2363, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3476. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2363, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3477. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3478. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3479. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2363, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3454. Mr. HELLER (for himself
and Mr. WARNER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2363, to protect and en-
hance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 1 . EXPEDITED ACCESS TO CERTAIN
FEDERAL LANDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a process to expedite
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